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The Maya were a remarkable people. Many years ago, it was discovered that the Maya
had their own unique number system that was easy to follow. They used symbols and
writing frames to create their numbers; including a symbol for zero, making them one of
only four civilizations to invent the number zero.

r w rFor Example: j
o ‘ A dot represents one
o0 =) 2 000 =) 3 o000 ®) 4
— ‘ A line represents five
o - 0000 9 o0
@ ” A shell represents zero _‘ — » — ‘ 17
J o _J

How would you represent the number 107?

For numbers twenty and over, the Maya used a writing frame. The higher the box on the
frame, the bigger the number.

—— ﬁor Example: j
The top box °
is for 8000’s
This box is ®

for 400’s

D
This box is o
for 20’s @
o |™ % =) 440 =) 8001
The bottom @ o :
boxis 1’'s J __ \ J
L'
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' An easy way to work out the number is to calculate each level and then add them together. ‘

F 16000
@@ | ™) Twodots=2  m) 2x8000 = 16000 300 +
100 +
0000!| ™ rourdots=4 ) 4x400 =800 13 +
= 16913

— ‘Oneline=5 ‘SXZO =100

The total is:

g ‘Threedotsand ) 13x1 -13 16913

two lines =13
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They get trickier as you go down the page, so make sure you use the previous page if you
get stuck
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Have a go at working out some Mayan numbers!
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